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HISTORY of JEWS in ENGLAND. i 
(Concluded from Page 375+) | 


HE church of England, jealous from its infancy, had 
obtained, in the feventh year of James I, an a@t, which 
prevented all perfons from being naturalized, unlefs they firft 
received the facrament of the Lord’s Supper, according to its 
own peculiar and exceptionable mode of commemoration, 
This a& effeQually excluded the Jews from being naturalized ; 
till, in the year 1753, a bill was brought into the Houfe of 
Lords, and pafled there without cppofition, which provided, 
that all perfons profefling the Jewifh religion, who have re- 
fided in Great Britain or Ireland for three years, without being 
abfent more than three months at one time during that {pace, 
may, upon application for that purpofe, be naturalized by ; 
Parliament, without receiving the facrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. But all perfons profefling the Jewith religion, are, by 
this aét, difabled from purchafing, or inheriting any advowfon, 
tight of patronage, Sc. to any benefice of ecclefiaftical pro- 
motion, {chool, hofpital, or donative whatfoever, On the 16th 
of April, this bill was fent downto the Houfe of Commons, 
ordered to be-printed, and on the 7th of May read a fecond 
time, when a motion was made for its being cominitted. Lord 
Barrington, Lord Duplin, Rovert Nugent, Efq. and Henry 
Pelham, Eig. were among its moft eloquent advocates 5 Lord 
Egmont, Sir Edmund Ifham, among its more zealous oppo= 
nents. The bili was fupported by the petitions of a few 
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merchants, chiefly diffidents, and countenanced by the mini. 
ftry, who argued : 

That it would increafe the numbers and wealth of the 
people, upon which depend the national ftrength, the ability to 
encounter future difficulties, and achieve ulehel undertakings 

—and by which pofterity would eftimate the wifdom and 
utility of our frame of government. That, by receiving the 
Jews into our community, and admitting them to a participa. 
tion of our civil rights, they would contra a gr attache 
ment toour conftitution and country,and gladly divide with 
us the public burdens.” That a great portion of the funds bee 
longing to foreign Jews, it was our obvious intereft to induce 
them to follow their property, and to expend here an income 
which was yeatly exported to a clear lois. ‘That, connected 
as the > Jews were with the great bankers, and monied intereft 
of Europe, their refidence here, woul id, in future wars, give us 
a great deciatanil of tapi ital, ye fac 4 litate our loans. That 
even their pre judices, as a fet, would operate in our favour, 
and occafion our: manufactares to be difperfed among the 
teultitudincus Jew-fhopkeepers in E 
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wers: We muft reclaim, for inftance, asa Britifh fubje@, 
any Portuguefe Jew who fhould come over to be naturalized, 
and by indifcretions, expofe hia felf to the Inquifition. That 
the Jews were not given to manufactures, and, if they fhould 
open fhops, would interfere with the profits and maintenance 
of Chriftians ; for the number of -fhops being adequate to the 
confumption, could only be increafed with injury to the 
eftablithed. That Jewiih nationality would intrigue all the 
trade into their own hands: That they were enemies upon 
principle toall-Chr ftians: And that it was Aying in the face of 
the Almighty to gather together a fect, of which the Bible 
foretold the difperfion. 

The trumpet of alarm was firft founded by the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the ci:y of London, who, 
in a petition to Parliament, expreiied their apprebenfion, that 
the bill, if pafled into a law, would tend greatly to the difho= 
nour of the Chriftian religion, and endanger the excellent 
conftitution. 

The Earl of Egmont became their mouth-piece; who, in 
an artful {peech, countenanced and inflamed the ungenerous 
bigotry of the multitude. The Englifh have always enjoyed 
acry of alarm, when thew there is no real danger 5 becaufe it 
inhances, for the time, the perfonal importance of each ine 
dividual, It flatters his love of confequence to be called upon 
to ftand up for his church and King, when he is not hkely to 
be expofed to the ruffle of conteft, or the humiliation of 
defeat. Accordingly, a zeal the moft furious, vociferated in 
the pulpits and corporations againit the bill, and, by the neat 
iefions of Parliament, infiruciions were fent to almoft ail the 
Members to folicit a repeal of it, 

The Minitter did aot attempt to refift the torrent, but was 
among the foremoft who fpoke in favour of the repeal: He 
was anfwered, with much force of reafoning, and a truly 
liberal fpirit, by Thomas Potter, Efq. to whofe fpeech a very 
elegant reply was delivered by Sir George Lyttleton: And the 
Jew billwas repealed, by an aét which received the Royal 
Affent the fame feffion. Atiempts too were made, but iuccefs- 
fully « ppofed by Mr. Pelham and Mr, Pitt, to repeal fo much 
of an act for naturalizing foreigners in Ameri¢a, as did not 
exclude Jews. Such was the fpirit of intolerance which the 
Patliamentary leaders of the people were not aflhamed to 
fofter. From that time the legal condiyion. of the Jews in 
England has not akered ; But-the people nolouger view them 
Wkh rancour, or miftiuft, or undroiherly emotions. 
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The Jews have been fingularly unfortunate. They thared 
the oppreffion and contumely, which the Chriftian fects under. 
went, as foon as the jealoufy of the Pagan Priefts and Emperors 
" was excited by the progrefs of their monothe fm : But they ia 
no degree partook of the fecurity or triumphs conquered for 
the church by Conftantine. Their incredulity was confidered 
by orthodox and heretics as of all others the moft criminal, nor 
was it till after the Mahomedan conquefts, that they obtained, 
in part of Afia, along the fouthern fhores of the Mediter- 
rancan and in Spain, a refting place for their feet. 

In modern Italy, the earlieft haunt of reviving literature and 
philofophy, the firft attempts were made to prepare tie Euros 
pean mind for the toleration of Judaifm. Simone Lazzurato, 
of Venice, is mentioned as a pleader of their cause. The 
friends of the Socint were thought to entertain fentiments very 
favourable to the Jews ; but the interference of the inquifition 
in 1546, to fupprefs the celebrated club of Vicenza, an event 
preparatory to the exile and difperfion of all the rational Chrif- 
tians of Italy, defrauded them of rifing advocates, In the 
feveral Italian republics, the Jews enjoyed only a contemp- 
tuous protection. Their fate was fomewhat more favourable 
in Poland, and much more favourable in Holland, where 
Ba{nage, and, no doubt, others, wrote of them becomingly. 

In Germany, Gotthold Ephraim Leffing, a_ celebrated 
dramatift, by his philofophical plays, Nathan the Wife, and 
the monk of Libanon, attacked the prejudice againft Judaiim 
in its fortrefs, the public mind ; while his friend, Mofes Men- 
delfolm, was illuftrating the fcé, both by his elegant writings 
and by a well-argued defence of general toleration, publithed 
under the title Jerufalem. C. W.Dohm, a Pruffian, offered, 
in 1781, to the German public, two {mall volumes of Remarks 
on the Means of Improving the Civil Condition of the Jews, 
which called forth feveral pampiilets on the fame topic, among 
which thofe of Schlotzer and Michaelis, no doubt, deferve 
confultation. 

In France, the prejudices of Voltaire againft the Jewith re- 
ligion, proved a powerful obftacle to tne advances of the 
philofophic party, in an equitable difpofition towards its pro- 
feflors, In 1788, however, the academy of Metz propofedas 
a prize queftion: Are there means of rendering the Jews in 
France ufefuller and happier? © Zalkind Hourwitz, a Polifh 
Jew, M. Thierry, a Counfeller of Nanci, and the Abve 
Gregoire, fhared the prize, but not the public fuffrage. The 
work of the latter, on the moral, phyfical, and political regents 
ration 
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tation of the Jews, has obtained the more impreflive publicity. 
Among hi moft diftinguifhed coacjutors in obtaining a legal 
improvement of their condition, the conftituting aflembly 
of France numbered Mirabeau, Clermont-Tonnerre, and 
Rabaud. 

In our own country, the well-intended conduct of the 
Englith Government, under the prote€torate of Cromwell, 
and under the adminiffrationof Mr. Pelham, were alike de- 
feated by the fanaticifm of the people. Mr. Toland’s natura~ 
liza ion of the Jewsin England, is che beft antidote of elder 
date that has defcended tous. Tovey and Ockiey have alfo 
ftored up information on thefe topics. 

Of late, Prieftle,;’s Letters to the Jews, a work, which, 
probably, under the mafk cf purfuing their conve:fion, had for 
its object to do away the ungrateful prejudices of religionifts 
againit their parent-fecl, has renderedto them in the devout 
world, the fame fervice as Cumberlana’s comedy of the Jew 
inthe polifhed. There can fearcely remain any apprehentioa 
among thinking men, that the flighteft popular odium would 
now be incurred by the leyiflatu:e, if it repealed every law 
which incroaches upon the political equality of thisand other 
fess It may not, however, have been amifs to bring within a 
{mall compafs, fuch particulars of the fortunes of this people 
in our Sfland, and fuch notices of the writings in their behalf, 
asmay be likelieft to invite attention, whenever a reformed 
and reforming legiflature fhall confider of their condition. 





FRIENDLY ADVICE, 
By the Rev. Rowvannp Hii. 


HE poor man who roafts or broils his meat, throws it 
baif into the fire——The poor man who boils it, throws 
half away in the water. 

The poor man who turns it all into broth, with a little flour, 
oatmeal, rice, or peafe, according to their price, wants the 
lefs bread, and has twice the quantity for his money.—Herbs, 
fuch as carrots, celery, turnips, and fome cabbage and onions 5 
but efpecially leeks, if firit tried till a little brown in the fat, 
from the broth, and boiled therein, will make a rich featt, at a 
fmmail expence, 

The poor who deal on truft may expect to be grievoufly 
cheated; for many fhopkeepers {uppofe they mean to cheat 

them ; 
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them ; therefore they ftrive to be before with him. The ready i che 


penny always fetches the beit bargain. 

They that can fcarcely keep themfelyes, or a child, Should 
never keep a dog. 

Gin is poifon : He that drinks it gives himfeN falfe fpicits 
for a while, and rots his liver at the fame time. If a gine 
maker be not the greateft enemy to the public, a gin-drinker 
is the greateft enemy to himfelf and family. 

One penny- worth of broth, milk, or even water-gruel, or 
beer, to 2 hard-working man in the morning, is worth twelve. 
penny worth of tea. If tea be good to them who eat too 
much, it is rvin to them who eat too little. Let the poor be 
at half the expence for beer as they are for tea, and they will 
do twice the work. Let fuch try for a month ; after that their 
sniferable tea- flops will make them faint and fick. 

The complaint is, times are hard! Wy then make them 
harder fill? A good man in bad times wili live ten times 
better than a bad manin good times. 

And again, taxes areheavy} Thatmaybe: But by whom 
are we taxed moft? Let a man reckon whether many are 
not taxed twice as much by their folly, three times as much 
by their drunkennefs, and four times as much by their lazines 
more than they are by Government; and then fay they have 
a right to complain, becaule the fhoe pinches when they made 
it upon their own laft. 

Let them all, to a man, rife againft themielves who thus 
tax and injure themfelves, and the- times .will be better.—Let 
the poor do good to themfelves at home, and then they will 
find good in being at home.—lt is a true proverb, ** God helps 
them that help themfelves.” 

The fervants of induftry ase known by their livery; it is 
alw ays whole and wholefome, Next look at the raged flaves 
of jazinefs, and then afk, Who ferves the beft mafter? 

Let a nobleman fhake an honeft but poor man by the hand, 
and he docs himfelf an honours ; while the bow of a lazy beg» 
gar is an infelt to all. 

The fear <.f God will make a man think well, and a& well: 
and when he needs it, God will provide him a friend. Did 
you ever find a fincere but poor Chriftian a common beggar! 

The man wno laughs at the fear of God, is your work 
enemy, and teaches you to be your own enemy alfo. ’ 

Remember fin is the greateft evil; the falvation of Chait, 
the beft goad; and grace to change the heart, the poor mais 
riche treafureLet the poor man then find his way tote 
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cheapeft market on the Saturday——to that place of worfhip 
wherehe can meet with the beft advice on the Sunday, and gu 
like an honeft man to his labour on the Monday; following 
thefe fimple rules, and he will be happy twice over; happy ia 
time, fiappy to all eternity. 





Account of the Treatment received from the French by 
th: Crew of the Alexanser of 74 Guns, which was 
captured by a French Squadron om the 6th of Novem- 
ber, £794. 


[By Major Tench of the Marines, late of the Alexander.] 
(Continued from Page 411.) 


URING the carnival-weck there was 2 fecond patty, 
fimilar to the frft,at our houfe: And, under the au- 
fpices of our goad hoftets, [ went alfo to two others, the lait of 
which, on Sunday evenings was at Monfieur Keérvélligan’s, 
where the fame entertainment was provided, and purfued with 
the fame avidity. Mademoifelle Kérvéliigan I have already 
mentioned as a handiome young and her motuert, 
Madame Kérvélligan, is alfo ver 
la frequenting thefe little circ 
tyranny of the government, and 


woman ; 
; 
agrecable. 


=e V 


< 


s, 1 fee many vitims of the 
£ ear fuch anecdotes of it ree 
lated, as make me Nesrchionefs has been 
tripped of two eftates, and the belt houfe in thistown, which 
isconverted into a prifon. Two lad ide in our 
houle, are but juft liberated from 2 clofe confinement, under 












fhudder. The 





hie . 
which, with many more of their fex, they languithed for 
™ . ° - . 
14 months. Dering their imprifomment, in return for the 
fequeftration of their propecty, t were allowed twenty flsa 
day, outof which they wereco Ned to pay ¢ 2 
rent, ~Niontieur Vrimaudiere, brother of the lady of thts 
hi ule, Was G 4 ? 5S i 3 4 é ( r 2 ss f 
, in ~ y I | 
ttultand power, Waen the party of Bridor fell, '$ 
a T {f for 15 meal 1 the 
rng the wie i c nem e was 
, 
1 t i acy perions 
0% . } Moe Knnfel! te 
: eching t 
» odde \ 
Oe adde r. 2 Ciols at bans] when 
> 
Ret Cy 4 v ‘ ed, and { fF tae th f the 
tyrant he » i nd t her, .to r his 
p _ 











428 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


former fituation, which he now fills. Ile defcribes alnoft the 
whole of this aflembly of vidtims to have been fo confcious.of 
th-ir innocence, and fo reconciled to their lot, from .the daily 
exits of their friends, that nothin z but refignation, indifference, 
or levity, prevailed throughout the prifon, death having ceafed, 
from its familiarity, toterrify. It was cuftomary to warn, on 
the preceding evening, thofe prifoners who were to be put on 
their trial the next day; and by a regulation made among 


themfelves, the party to be tried gave a fupper on that night 


to the whole room; and, if he was fpared for the prefent, and 
remanded back, he was in return treated with a dinner at their 
jointexpence. “ Our dinner entertai ments,” faid-my in 
former, “ were few indeed ; but Oh! the fuppers without 
end which we partook of !”’ 

All my days, however, have not been paffed in goingto 
routs, andliftening to details of mifery. I have paida vifitto 
two more members of the Convention, and have been a 
church, Onthe afternoon of the r1gth inft, the Reprefentatives 
Guefno and Guermeur arrived herein great ftate, in a coach 
which had once belonged to their King, drawn by eight horles, 
and efcorted by 40 huilars. ‘** Voila legalite \"" cried aloud 
fome (I was told) who faw them enter in this pomp. “ And,” 
faid my informer, ** as if confciousof their power, and the 
importance of their miffion, they neither bowed to the crowd 
which was affembled to gaze at them; nor fpread any lure to 
engage popular attention, like their brethren who have here 
tofore been among us,” They areboth natives of Bvetagne, 
and of good, thouzh not of noble, families. In conjunction 
with feveral more Deputies, furmfhed with great powers, they 
have been delegated by the Convention to treat witn the ia: 
habitants of La Vendee. Among other avowed objetis of 
their coming hither, is an enquiry into the complaints which 
have been at different times made by the prifoners of war 
Accordingly, two days after, Admiral Bligh attended by Capt. 
Kittoe and myiclf, went to the tavern (which once was the 
town-palace of the bifhop of the diocefe) wherein they lodged 
We faw them both, and the Admiral, through Capt. Kittoe 
and me as hisinterpreters, made fome reprefetations to them 
which, if not quite facisfactorily anfwered, were at leait cane 
idly liftened to by Montieur Guermeur, who was extremely 
civil; but his colleague Guefno was lefs friendly, and more 
elevated, keeping his leat, with bis hat on, while we remained 
in the room, and frequently interrupting our ftatements. He 
is faid to avow publickly ahatred of our nation, ne this 
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fhort conference could not be reftrained. On the following 
day was deputed by the Admiral to wait upon them again, 
with aletter from him, entreating them to give orders that the 
other officers of the Alexander (who are ftill clofely locked up 
inthe chateau of Breft, fuffering mifery and impofition) 
might be liberated, and permitted to join us here. Upon 
reaching their hotel, I found a crowd of fuitors attending at 
the foot of the ftair-cafe; but the landlady, on feeing me, 
aflured me I fhould not wait for an audience, as an order had 
been given by Guermeur to admit at once all Englith officers 
who might with to fee him. I profited immediately by this 
flattering diftin@ion, and marched through two rows of im= 
patient Frenchmen, who were expecting whatI had obtained. 
I found him alone, and was as politely Feceived as on the pre= 
ceding day. Heread my difpatches with deliberation, and in 
anfwer defired me to prefent his compliments to the Admiral; 
and to aflure him, that he would write to his colleagues at 
Breft, and beg them to comply with the requeft. 

Onleaving the Reprefentative, after prefenting to him the 
Admiral’s letter, as I was going out of the door, 1 heard the 
found of an organ, proceeding from the cathedral, which was 
very near the houfe ;: 1 went in, and found mafs celebrating in 
the prefence of a congregation confifting chiefly of poor 
people from the country, with afew of the higher ranks, many 
more of whom, [ was afflured, would have been there, could 
they have believed themfelves fecure from reproach ; but the 
return of religious worfhip was yet too young for them te 
incur the rifk—they were all kneeling at their devotions, with 
great appearance of fervency, while a fine grey-headed re« 
fpeftably looking prieft, habited in his pontificals, officiated at 
the altar. I walked the whole length of the church, through 
rows of people on their knees, which formerly might have 
been deemed difrefpe& in a heretic; but I now met with 
nothing but courtefy and regard, all feeming confcious that the 
bafis of their perfuafion and mine was the fame, however we 
might differ in external forms of adoration, Here I had 
leifure to contemplate the fcene of defolation which this ve- 
nerable temple prefented. Atleati halr the windows of fine 
old painted glafs, * richly dight,’’ were broken; all the 
monuments torn down; and the bones of ihe dead expofed to 
view, and commingled with the ruins of their tombs, the names 
and armorial devices being utterly defaced, and the coffins 
taken away and converted into bullets. When the fervice was 
finifhed, 1 went within the railing which inclofes the altar, to 
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look at a large pi@ture, reprefenting the Afcenfion,'the figures 
of which are pierced through in more than 20 places, by fabres 
and bayonets. An old man, who was kneeling near the rails, 
obferving my attention fixed on the painting, told me, that in 
the vacant fide-compartments once ftood two other pictures 
taken from holy writ ; “* But,” faid he, ‘* they were fo cut 
and hacked, that we were under a’ neceflity of taking them 
away.” A gentleman, who had jo'ned me in the church, ine 
formed me, that the altar and confeffionals which I faw had 
been broucht hither from another church ; for that thofe be- 
longing to this had been cither burnt or broken into a thoufand 
pieces : Nay, that the figures, with which the altar had been 
adorned, were carefully feparated from it, and triumphantly 
guillotined in the middle of the great fquare of the town. 

Cold and republican muft have been the eye which could 
furvey fuch fcenes of barbarous devaftation unmoved, and the 
beart which could Jiften to fuch defcriptions of facrilegious 
delirium without a figh ! 





cc Oh! but man! proud man! 
“© Deefs’d ina little brief authority ; 
« 





like an angry ape, 
Plays fuch fantaftic tricks before high Heaven, 
*© As makes the angels weep.” 


‘ 


ra 


SHAKESPEARE, 


Upon enquiring, I learned that the church had been open 
for public worfhip about three weeks, in confequence of a 
_ proclamation iffued at ’Orient, on the 13th of January, by the 
Reprefentatives Guefno and Guermeur, in which liberty of 
worthip is granted to all men in their own way, on © proper 
terms,” but not as a national worfhip ; the Republic dif- 
avowing a national rel.gion, although tolerating and permitting 
the free exércile of all, provided the pricits who officiate have 
taken the oaths of allegiance to the ftate. To this laft ftipue 
Jation the thinnefs of the weekly congregations is in part ate 
tributable, the rigid catholics holding in deteftation the priefts 
who have takea the oaths. 

The market-day is ftill Saturday, when patroles of foldiers 
‘are fent’onall the roads which lead to the town, to prevent 
foreftalling, by compelling the country people to bring all their 
commodities into the market-place. Befides large heaps 
of wooden-fhoes, the market generally affords fome poultry 
and game, but act much butchers meat, except lean eo of 

; whic 
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which I have never feen a want. Fifh would be plentiful, 
were the boats permitted to goto fea; but, from a fear left 
they fhould give information to the Englifh, the fifhermen are 
either interdi@ted, or fubjected to fo many difficulties, by being 
compelled to give fecurity and take foldiers in their boats, that 
moft of them have given up their employment. Of bread 
Ihave not fince I have been here feen any deficiency; but 
Ihave been informed it was once, in the depth of laft winter, 
fo fcarce, as to occafion a proclamation to be iffued, that whoe 
ever fold it to a prifoner of war fhould be punifhed. We 
have always been able to procure it for aflignats. It is for the 
moft part very brown and coarfe, but fome whiter and finer is 
made, and publickly expofed to fale, in fpite of the law, or- 
dering only pain d’egalité to be ufed, which every body laughs 
at, and nobody thinks proper to enforce. The worft quality 
of all this bread is a grittinefs, being full of fmal]l fandy 
particles, arifing from two caufes—the foftnefs of the grind- 
ftones—and the corn not being fufficiently wafhed, after the 
oxen have trodden it out, which is praétifed here inftead of 
thrafhing. This may ferve to evince, in how {mall a degree 
calculous compiaints are generated, by {wallowing in our food 
{imilar materialsto thofe of which ftones and gravel in the 
human body are compofed. The Bretons are remarkably 
healthy, and I have been aflured, are in general free from thofe 
difeafes, Neither has any fymptom of them been found 
among the Englifh prifoners. 

The prices of all articles in the markets and fhops are in- 
creafing every day rapidly, owing to the depreciation of 
afignats. France is nominally dear, but to°a man who 
polleffes gold it is at prefent, perhaps, the cheapeft country in 
the world. Meat isthreelivres a pound, and tolcrable wine 
eight livres a bottle; but then a guinea will openly fetch 
300 livres, a louis d’or 350; the difference ariies from the 
ignorance of the peafantry in regard to the former, and their 
confequent diflike to exchange them. 

( To be continued.) 


a a. ——— 


CHARACTER of a PARTIAL MAN. 





—— man is the precife oppofite of a defamer, the one 
{peaks ill falfely, the other weil; thus they both equally 
belie the truth; the partial man’s attachments always go in 
the ballance to determine the weight of men’s worth; his 
3T 2 friend 
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friend always does nobly, but you rarely hear good of his 
enemy; he confiders firft the man, and then the thing, and 
eftimates all merit according as he judges men deferve of him; 
refpect he efteems not the debt of worth, but the requital of 
kindnefs: His intereft is his motive, which is always in pro. 
proportion to his obligation: His judgment clings to the wheel 
of fortune, and both determine giddily alike. He prefers 
England to other countries, becaule he was born there, and 
Oxford to other {chools becaufe he was bred there; the firt 
fcholar of the age is one of bis own college, and his neareft 
friend. He isa great favourer of great men; his argument 
is always that which fhould be antecedent; fuch an oneis 
high in place, therefore virtuous; another is preferred, there- 
fore worthy. Never confult his. opinion, for you will hear 
only his faétion : You will find him indifferent to nothing but 
confcience. Men imagine they efteem him for his zealous 
attachment, but they are deceived in him 3 he appears zealous 
only to be efteemed fo. Of all men he is the moft unfitto 
write hiftory, for he would praife Sejanus or Tiberius; he 
fhall be even cajoled himfelf, through fome petty refpeQ for all 
the world, 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 
| GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Fripay, May 21. 
Before Lord Kenyon and a Special Fury. 
The Kinc v. Joun Reeves, 


HIS was a profecution by information, filed by the At 
torney General under the command of his Mejetty, 

who directed it in compliance wth the addrefs of the Houle of 
Commons, againit John Reeves, Eig. for publithing a book, 
entitled, “ Thoughts on the Englifh Government,”’ addreiled 
to the good fenfe of the people of England, &c. which was 
alledged to contain libels on the two branches of the Legifla- 
ture, the Lords and Commons, and among others the follows 
ing: “ In fine the Conftitution of England is a Monarchy; 
the Monarchy is the ancient ftock from which have {prung 
thofe goodly branches of the Legiflature, the Lords and Com- 
mons, that at the fame time giye ornament to the = = 
affor 
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aford fhelter to thofe who feek protection under it. But 
thefe are ftill only branches, and derive their origin and nutri- 
ment from their common parent; they may be lopped off, and 
the tree is a tree ftill, thorn indeed of its honours, but not like 
them caft into the fire.” 

There was no difficulty about Mr. Reeves's being the au- 
thor, for that was admitted by Mr. Plomer, his Counfel. The 
only queftion was, whether the author really intended to ca- 
jumniate, traduce, and vilify the two Houfes of Parliament, 
and to alienate the efteem of the public for their functions, 
by endeavouring to caufe it to be believed that the regal power 
and kingly office could be. exercifed without the two Houfes, 
and to deftroy the power of Parliament, by caufing it to be 
believed that the Royal Power would be carried on ia all its 
funétions as well as it is, although Lords and Commons were 
abolifhed ? 

It was contended on the part of the profecution that this 
publication had this tencency. 

On the part of the defendant it was contended it had not, 
and that thefe expreffions on which the charge was founded 
were merely metaphorical, and had no reference whatever to 
the idea of bringing the two branches of the Legiflature, the 
Lords and Commons, into contempt. This queition being 
agitated at great length at the bar, 

Lord Kenyon proceeded to deliver his charge to the Jury, 
inthe courfe of which he obferved, among other things, that 
a great deal had been faid upon this fubject, fo much indeed, 
that very little remained for him to acdrefs to them. Early 
in the caufe it was delivered from all neceflity of proof; but 
the firft ftep which the Counfel for the defendant took, was 
that of adinitting the publication of the book in quettion by 
Mr. Reeves. The fublequent teftimony, therefore, he con 
felled, appeared to him to be unneceflary. “loa fuperficial 
obferver the conteit of this day might appear very unequal. 
_The prefent profecution was initituted at the command of 
his Majefty in compliance with the addrefs of the Houle of 
Commons, The King had direéted this profecution againt 
a private individual. It was a beautiful feature in the Cone 
ftitution of this country, an initance of which was now ex- 
hibited in the perfons of the Jury, that a profecution coming 
with fuch high authority (which under a bad Government 
might overwhelm an individual) was to be fubmitted to them. 
‘0 this country there could be no oppreflive meafures carried 
into effect, if any fuch ever be attempted, for the Jury ftept 

in 
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in between the oppreffors and the opprefied, and the. accufed 
was tried by men taken out of the fame rank with himfelf to 
decide on his guilt or innocence, and who in confidering all 
cafes had aleaning on the fide of mercy. This was a princi 
ple which was adhered to in all cafes, more efpecially in thof 
of a criminal nature, and that was one of the ;rincipal ad. 
vantages of the adminiftration of the criminal jultice of this 
country. 

The Attorney General, as had become him, entered intoa 
difplay of great learning on the Britifh Conftitution. He 
went to the be{t fources of information upon tat fubjedct, and 
made extracts that did him honour in the recital, for they were 
chiefly from authors who had written in the moft liberal man. 
ner on our Conftitution. But he did not think that he was 
giving much informaticn to any of thofe to whom he was 
addrefling himfelf, for we all knew, at leaft every man whe 
had received a liberal education knew, it was a knowledge 
which we all carried about us, that the Legiflation of this 
country confifts of King, Lords, and Coa:mons; that the 
executive powcr refts with the King alone, but liable to be 
fuperintended and corrected too by the two Houfes of Par- 
liament, becaufe the King ordered not'.ing to be done but by 
the advice of his Minifters ; and if they mifconduét them 
feives they were refponfible to the two Houwles of Parliament 
in this country. The Minifters theretore, if they mifcon- 
dudicd themfelves in the advice which they gave to the Sove 
reign, they were an{werable to, and liaile to be punifhed by 
Parliament. 

The power of free difcuffion was certainly the right of all 
the fubjecéis of this country; and in his opinion we owed 
more to the free exercife of that right than that of any other 
of the rights of the citizens of this country. He believed it 
would not'be f faying too m uch to fay we owed to the exercile 
of the right of free difcuffion, the Reformation, and, after 
wards, the Revolution of this country. It was to this was 
owing the fuccefs which attended the labours of Luther and 
others, who opened the eyes of the peeple, and Jed them to 
fhake off and renounce the fuperitition of the church of 
Rome, and releafed fo confiderable a part of mankind from its 
bondage. Free difcuffion had the fame good effect in pro 
ducing the Revolution which followed: that t Reformation. If, 
therefore, there fliould be fome little excrefcences, fome few 
blemifhes found to attend a free difcuffion, it would 2e better 


to wipe them away tenderly and gently than to extinguilh 
6 them 
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them at once by checking a free difcuffion;:.and therefore he 
thought that a free difcufion ought not to be prefled upon toa 
bardly. 

Thefe fentiments were pretty. well, underftood, and had 
been ftated and allowed by the Attorney General, aot only.in 
this cafe, but alfo ona former very celebrated one. _He.al- 
luded to the cafe of the King and Stockdale, which swas,tried 
before him in Weltminfter-Haill. In that. profecution, al- 
though it came from the fame high authority as the prefent, 
the individual who was the fubject of it was not weighed down 
by the authority of the profecution. He.was defe: ded with 
great zeal and cloquence, and was pronounced not guilty. 
The Jury did not thiak that they were baund to pronounce 
the publication a livel, becaufe the Houfe of Commons had 
pronounced it to be a libel, but atlumed to themfelves the righ 
of judging for themfelves. They aflerted that right, aad 
faid that the defendant was not guilty. On that trial it was 
admitted that the whole of the book ought to be examined 
by the fury. They were adviied to do what he, fhould ad vile 
the prefeat Jury to do, to take the book along with them out 
of Court, and confider the whole of it candidly, fairly, and 
impartially, and out of the whole of it extract what their 
judgment ought to be, as well on the paflages out of which 
delinquency was attempted to be extracted, as the reft. They 
were bound to find the defendant guilty, or abfolve him, have 
ing regard to the particular paflages taken out and {elected 
on the part of the profecution; but although they confidered 
thefe paflages fo abitra@ted, yet they might, and they ought, to 
go into the book itlelf ; in order to give to the whole the qua- 
ifcation or defcription of the book, as well as tbat of the 
pallage objeCtedto; and on which guilt was imputed to th: 
author. 

With thefe obfervations, he fhould beg leave to ftate to the 
Jury, that which indeed the Attorney General had already 
candidly ftated, that in order to find the defendant guilty, they 
mutt be fatisfied of the evil intention of the defendant. ‘Ihe 
q¥0 anima was the queftion to be tried. The charge was, that 
the defendant, intending to raile divifions and difcontents 
among his Majeity’s fubjects, and to alienate their affections, 
and to deftroy the Conftitution and the Government of this 
realin, by deftroying the power of the two Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and to caufe it to be believed, that the regal power 
might as well be carried on in all its functions, although Lords 
and Commons in Parliament fhould be abolifhed, as it they 
aflembled, 
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affembled, ‘did publifh the book in queftion. Or in other 


words, that the defendant endeavoured to imprefs upon the 
minds of the public the idea that the regal power may, con. 
fiftenedly with the freedom of this realm, be carried on by the 
King, although the two Houfes of Parliament fhould never 
aflemble. That was the fubftance of ‘the information. That 
was the queftion, (which depended on the gua animo,) which 
the Jury had to try. They were to find whether their cone 
fciences were fatisfied that this was the motive which in 
fluenced the defendant in publifhing this book. This the 
Attorney General and the defendant’s Counfel admitted to be 
the-charge. 

His Lordfhip then faid he had never read one word of this 
book. He confeffed it had been in his power to read it, but 
Ke abftained, becaufe he thought he fhould come to that Court 
on the trial fitter for the purpofe with his mind a blank than 
in any other condition, [Here the Noble and Learned Judge 
read the principal paragraph on which the charge was founded, 
and which we have copied in the beginning of this account of 
the'trial.] That was a paragraph of which the Jury were to 
judge, and in doing fc, they fhould jucge of the motives with 
which the detendant publithed it. “That was not to be his de 
cifion, for with the decifion he had nothing to do, but it was 
for the decifion of the Jury. But he would fay this, thatif it 
were to be his decifion, if the verdiét was to be his verdict and 
not that of the Jury, he fhould examine the pamphlet word 
by word, and take them together with him out of that Court 

fe fhould a:terwards decide with every fair leaning to mercy, 
With every fair leaning, he faid, to mercy, not to do away the 
criminal law, for it was as eflential to the intereft of this coun- 
try to enforce the criminal asthe civil part of the law. But 
it fhould be remembered that all law, and efpecially the crimis 
nal law, was to be adminiftered in mercy; for the King him- 
felf, by his coronation oath, was bound to ade. inifter the law 
inmercy. The cafe was now for the Jury to decide, and with 
them he would leave it. 

The Jury retired, and remained out of Court for upwards 
of an hour. When they returned, the foreman faid, “ My 
Lord, the Jury are of opinion, that the pamphlet which has 
been proved to have been written by John Reeves, Efq. isa 
very improper publication. But being of opinion that his 
motives were not fuch as Jaid in the information, find him 
Not Guilty.” 

6 For 
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An Epitaph on Mr. John Tucket, late of Bideford, in 
the County of Devon, Mafter Potter ; an induftrious, 
honefi Man. 


NDERNEATH, in the clay-pit, are depofited the 

earthly fragments of Mr. JOHN TUCKET, late of 
thistown, potter, who for many years proved himfelf a very 
uleful, found, and indultrious veffel in fociety. 

Thoegh he had acquired the plaftic art, and falhioned a 
great variety of potters’ veflels, yet having lain among the 
pots, and being, in part, compounded of the fame clayifh ma- 
terials, could not exempt his own brittle veflel from experienc 
ing,in the latter years of his life, the confuming effets, which 
the viciffitudes of heat and cold, moift and dry, and the various 
percuflions of neighbouring bodies, render all compounded 
vellels fubject and liable to. 

His pitcher, that had gone for feveral years, and. been boun- 
tifully replenifhed at the well, was broken at laft, together with 
his wheel, and diffolved, fome time in the month of March, 
A. D.1796, from the time of its formation, and firft appear~ 
ance among its kindred veflels, making a period of betweea 
6oand 70 years. 

It is hoped his better and finer part, that fpirit, which filled 


and gave life and motion to his perifhable and mortal veilcl, ‘ 


did, on its emancipation, return to the hands of the Great, Di- 
vine Potter, and Animator of all Clay, where, difencumbered 
of its grofs‘and fading inveftment, it enjoys, with its kindred 
fpirits, thofe nore pure and ferene manfions, where all frailtics, 
cares, and troubles ceafe, and where the long-ufed and weary 
enjoy a perpetual and uninterrupted rett ! 
AMICO. 
Bideford, 1796. 





Aner, by B. C. Fowler, of Chard, to T, D.’s Charade, inferted 
February 8. 


HOSE who their Aims moft freely give, 
May furely, Sirs, be faid to live, 
But by the poor are al ways bleft, 
_ And in their Houfe may fafely reft. 
Vor. XXVII. 693. 3 U Thele 
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Thefe two, ye gents.if you unite, 
ALMS-HOUSE will then be brought to fight. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from T. Bullock, of 
St. Columb; Wm. Goyne, of Lifkeard; R.I. of Gulvall; 
T. Welch, of Bridgwater; and W. Nedwab, of Plymouth 
Dock. 





A QUESTION, by D. Robarts, of St. Columb, 


Beauteous nymph, the pride of all the plain, 
One day defir’d me that I would explain; 
Her age and fortune, from what’s here fubjoin’d, 
Which I have done, and hope you’Jl be fo kind, 
As to repeat the procefs o’er again, 
And loudeft praifes fhall reward your pain. 
3% +2=45095 
XY + yZ— X =27095 
X2?-+2X*+y211287861, 
Where x = her fortune, y =years, and z= the months of her 
ace. 
[ This correfpondent may depend upon it, that every pofi- 


ble attention will be paid to the communications of refpedtable 
mathematical correfpondents. ] 





A REBUS, by F. Hanceck, of Exeter. 


‘oe prince who did himfelf deftroy 

On ill-fated Antigon’s tomb; 

And a wanton young boy who by foaring too high, 
Pljung’d headlong in ‘Thetis’s womb. 


In L; dia a mountain with care pray felect, 
Join a treafure more precious than gold; 

Next rcfy-fac’d Bacchus’s featis you’ll detect; 
Anda title of Juno unfold. 


Laft a veffel of pleafure exhibit to view, 
Then colle& the initials aright, 
And a budget of wonders, believe me its true, 
Will be quickly difplay’d to your fight. 
POETRY 
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Lines, written by a Gentleman of Bath, on the Death of Mis 


Frances Willes, fourth Daughter of the Reverend the Arch 
deacon of Wells. 


H me! what gloom pervades the fcene 
A Which melancholy pictures to my view; 
Here groups of fpecter’d tays are Italking feen, 

Around the trunk of an old church-yard yew. 


Here all is folemn filence—all is ftill, 
Save where the whiftling reed on Avon’s verge 
Breathes a faint note to yonder murm’ring rill, 
Or when the bird of night refames her dirge. 


Noluft’rous glow-worm brightens up the fhade ; 
The floating dews in fympathy combine, 
They furnith every leaf and graffy blade 
With a big cear todrop at pity’s fhrine. 


Such are the mufings of the midnight hour, 

For Heaven recalls from earth its choiceit boon ; 
Then to the lyre I fly, and there I pour 

My foul in plaintive movements to the moon, 


Twas but laft fetting fun, which left her form 

In blooming health, joy glift’ning in her eyes— 
To day fhe falls the victim of a ftorm, 

And, lo! a ftiffen’d corfe the angel lies. 


Oh death! in wan-ey’d mis’ry’s fable train 
Thoufands of wretched fuff'rers might be found, 
Who wriche in torture on the bed of pain, 
Who court thy aid, and languifh for thy wound, 


But, with a ruthlefs hand, in fportive pow’r, 
Thou haft compell’d my Fanny to retreat 

To the chill vaule—there to be trodden o’er 
By many a thoughtleis—fome few friendly feet. 


But firlt, {weet faint, [1] decorate thy thell 
With ev’ry budding flow’ret of the May ; 

I'll call the ring-dove trom her lonely dell, 
To fet my wailings to her mellow’d lay. 


Whilft thy dear fpirit, hov’ring on the wing, 
Shall whifper tran{ports—let me kifs the rod ; 


SS 
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I’ll change the ftrain, and hymns of praifes fing, 
For we fhall meet again, and fee our God! 








B 


Stanzas written near the Lake, at the Foot of the Savoy Alps, 


By Mrs. RapvcuirFe. 


Hw: fmooth that lake expands its ample breatt, 


Where {miles in foften’d glow the fummer fy! 


How vatt the rocks that o’er its furface reft! 
How wild the fcenes the winding fhores fupply ! 


Now down the weltern {teep flow finks the fun, 
And paints with yellow gleam the tufted woods, 

While here the mountain fhadows broad and dun, 
Sweep o’er the cryital mirror of the floods. 


Mark how his fplendour tips with partial light 
Thofe partial battlements, that on the brow 

OF yon bold promontery burit to fight, 
From o'er the woods that darkly ipread below ! 


In the foft bluth of light’s refle&ted pow’r 

The ridgy rock, the woods that crown its fteep, 
Th’ illumin’d battlement, and darker tow’s, 

On the fmooth wave in trembling beauty fleep. 


3 
But now the fun recalls his fervid rays 
nd. cold and dim the wat’ry vifions fail ; 
While o’er yon cliff, whofe pointed crags decay, 
Mild evening draws her thin empurpi’d veil. 


How {weet that ftrain of melancholy horn 
That floats along the flowly ebbing wave, 

And up thefar-receding mountains borne, 
Returns a dying clofe from Echo’s cave. 


Hail! thadowy forms of ftill, expreffive eve! 
Your pentive graces, ftealing on my heart, 
Bid all the fine attun’d emotions live, 
And fancy ail her lovelieit charms impart. 











Joa ZEPHYR. 
H, gentle zephyr! ah! if e’er 
Thou find’it the mittrefs of my heart, 


Tellher thou arta figh fincere ; 
But never fay whole figh thou art. 


Ah, limpid rivulet, if e’er ‘ 
Thy murm’ring waters near her glide, 

Say thou art fwell’d by many a tear ; 

But not whofe eyes thofe tears fupply’d. 
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